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Bargain With GodFails;

Girl, 18, Hangs Herself
Wilmington’ Calif., Jan. 2 (IP).

—“A year ago exactly/'

read the note Mrs. Mildred Johnson tore open, “I made this

sort of agreement, or bargain, with God, or fate—or some-

thing ...

7

“I agreed that if something did

not happen in 1945 to make life

worth living, that at the end of the

year I’d quit living. That wasn’t

asking too much, but I did not get

it. I can’t see any happiness ahead
for me so I’m hoping and praying

that I succeed tonight.”

Calls Herself Cowardly.

In the garage, Mrs. Johnson
found the body of her daughter

Wanda Williams, 18, a telephone

known the truth about him—it

might give me a laugh.”

The latter, her mother said,

ferred to a 23-year-old marine
disappeared soon after she met ,

The late Wanda William s

45:

operator, hanging from
Police listed the.

rafter.

‘some

<

img brought on by late events,”

;

the note added. “It isn’t. Suicide

is a coward’s way out so I’m a

coward. I don’t have the courage
it takes to just go on existing.”

It gave instructions for the girl’s

funeral and disposition of her pos-

sessions.

Mentions Missing Marine.

“I don’t have any special requests,

like boogie-woogie and gardenias,

like I used to kid about, with this,

exception—for God’s sake don’t puf
a pink dress on me,” she wrote.

“If you ever hear from Bill, tell

him I would have liked to have
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m CHRISTIAN CHURCH TODAY : ITS OBSTACLES AND OPPORTUNITIES

Christians do not need to he reminded that when we 3peak of the

Church we speak of it in two major senses, the Church Vi ethic

and the Church Invisible#

It is always a pleasure to speak about the Church Invisible--the

pure, unspotted, undivided Body of Christ, the communion of the

saint3 , the fellowship of the redeemed, the Una Sancta Bcclesia.

<K

A

But it is also necessary to speak clearly about the less

pleasant subject, the Church Visible. This is the only church we

can see with our eyes. This is the church we must live with, and

this is the church we must live in. (Like every Christian—like you

and me— the Church Visible is a mixture of good and bad. It i3 not

perfect precisely because it is made up of Ch* istianilike you and

me. I havq^ever found a perfect church because^as soon^as i^become^

a member of any church it ceases to be perfect tm.it I

am not perfect. The Church Visible, then, is sometimes glorious,

ginfaqoi sore times shameful; in part pure and in part corrupt, but

never entirely pure and never entirely corrupt • ji every age there

have been those who “thought they could escape from the imperfect

Church Visible into the holy and perfect Church Invisible, and by

forming a pure church, make the invisible visible. But they have

never succeeded. ,

,

3^ .
tv v

Vor example, about twenty years agoAa minister in my own

denomination, the northern Presbyterian Church (USA), became very

much dissatisfied v/ith that Church. Kin r.nmo- ia

He found out that the Northern Presbyterian Church was hot perfect

and he tried to set up his own standards to make it more perfect.

He insisted that everybody in the church must agree with him.

The church was finally forced to defrock him and excommunicate aim

for slander and schism. Whan he left our church (uhich had at that

time, I believe, about 2, 500,000 members) he took with him about

25,000 believers (I am not sure of the exact number) whom he con-

sidered to be purer Presbyterians than the rest of us, and set up

what he hoped would be a pure church, the Orthodox Presbyterian

Church. But in a few years he became dissatisfied even with those

25,000 so-called "pure" Christians, and split that church, taking

with him maybe 10,0001 believers to “set up a pure, pure Presbyterian

Church which he called the Bible Presbyterian Church. But it is

difficult to find even 10,P00f perfect Christians. In the last few

years Dr. McIntyre has split his church again, and I doubt if he

has even *,000 members left in his own denomination which he hoped

would become the purest Presbyterian Church in America. What the

Apostle John says of Christiana in his "First Epistle, verse * , cnap. 1,

is also true of any church: "If we say we haveho sin we deceive our-

selves, and the truth is not in us." The ChGrch Visible is imperfect,

and splitting it does not usually make it any purer. It only makes

it weaker.



2

Jesus says, in a parable about the Church (Matt. 13: 24-30):
"The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his field
but while men were sleeping his enemy came and sowed weeds among
the wheat and went away. So wfehn the plants came up. • .the servants
said, fT)id you not sow good seed in ycur field? How then has it

weeds? 1 He said, ’An enemy has done this.* The servants said, ’Then

do you irFsnt us to go and gather up the weeds?’ But he said, ’No,

lest in gathering the weeds you root up the wheat along with them.

Let both grow together until the harvest and at harvest time I will
tell the reapers. Gather the weeds first and bind them in bundles
to be burned, but gather the wheat into my bam.'1

Until the Lord comes again in judgment there

will grow both wheat and weed3 in His Church, both good and had.

Like the servants in the parable we are sometimes over-eager to

root out the weeds from +hd wheat, but Jesus tautions us to be

patient. "In tearing out the weeds,” he says, "you may rootjgp the
wheat along with them." In God’s own good time he ypro mises/hfcraself to

separate the weeds and the wheat. Until then, 1^ t us remember that

in the Church Visible we will find both wheat and weels, we will
find things of which v/e will be proud, and we will also find things
of which we will be ashamed.

We can be proud, for one thing, of the si ze of the Church
Visible .

About 170 years ago ar English cobbler named William Carey

placed anjj open Bible in front of a patched- leather map of the

world, and the modern missionary movement was born, His Bible

said that &od will have dominion from sea to sea and that, the

whole earth will be filled with his glory (Psalm 72). But his

map told him that even after 1790 years of Christian witness, most

of the world still did not know the Lord J33us Chri3t.

William Carey - figured that there were about 731,000,000
people in the world of his time. Only 174,000,000 of them were

Christians. He estimated that at the time cf his writing (1792

A.D.), the world contained:

100.000.

000 Homan Calholics

44.000.

000 Protestants

30.000.

000 Eastern Orthodox

174.000.

000 Christians

Not all the 174,000,000 were good Christians, he knev/, but

at least they had had their chance to know about Jesus Christ.

What of the other 557,000,000 people in the world who had never

had that chance? Vhy was no one telling them about the good news

of salvation in Jesus Christ?

Paced with a challenge as simple and compelling as that
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the church exploded around the world through the modern missionary

movement. Ab the result of that Christian missionary awakening

the Church grew as much in the 150 years after 1792 as it had m
all of its preceding 1800 years.

Today the^e are Xnnnt on mnwy Christians in the world

there were peop]e in the world of William Carey. Almost one-tnird

of the world cells itself Christian. According

fathered frcm_all over the world, there are now «3 ff, 000 ,< 00 <7 / -

Chri otionss-
400,000,000 Roman Catholics
?.SS, 000, 000 Protestants <

' Oi
cbo!ooo!oqQ Eastewi_Orthodox,«t.

The Christian Church religious body in the

world. There are only 420,000,000 Moslems, 300,000,000 Confuoianists,

32? ,000,000 Hindus and 150,000,000 Buddhists.

There are as many Presbyterians in the world today (45,000,000)

as there were Protestants in the world of William Carey. There are

more Christians in our own Presbyterian Church of Korea (500.000J

ike there were in the whole world at theend of ths first century of

Christian expansion (300,000).

Of all this we can he proud, tut there is also that in these

statistics of the Church Visible of which we should be ashamed.

We khow all too well that there are not really that many true

Christians in the world. If a third of the peonle of the world were

really Christian, then each Christian would neea onljr to win two

others to Jesus Christ and the whole world would be Christian.

Too many are only nominal Christians and do not hear true witness

to Jesus Cirri st.

We should also be ashamed that so few are Protestant Christians.

We believe we have the purest and moat Biblical form Oi the

Christian faith, but though 35$ of the world's population is

Christian, Protestants number only about 9$. Abbe Bauffard estimat .s

that of the annual increase of 35 million jjiejapx* to the P°Pula

of the world, 6 million will become Catholic and only 3 million will

become Protestant, while 2 million will become Orthodox, And most

shameful of all, this means that the Christian population is growing

only one-third as rapidly as the whole world’s population.

Let us also consider with shame how grievously divided the

Church Visible has became. The sin of division of the Body or

Christ is the sin of which we Protestants are most guilty ana or

which we shouHd be most willing to repent. John Calvin called

the sin of church division and schism, "the frightful mutilation

of jdxx Christ’s body," and pleaded with Christiana to maintain

the church universal in its unity, which malignant minds have

always been eager to dissever." ®

1. Abbe Adrien Bouffard, Perspectives sur le Sfon.de ,
Quebec, 1^57

2. The Geneva Catechism
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r-f- 4c. thp duty of Christians, therefore, to support

to heai sauiffl* asm am& °f

Jesus Christ.
‘

ia
££££

“? + ,*
f* i«Tf bean reported to me. •• that taere u

that city, said, it. nig
^ h one 0f you says,

quarrel ingoraong you

,

TW_*!!!
h

eS“l belong to C

in

<1 belong to Christ. 1

men. tfor all things
or life
you

belong to Paul', or 'l belong to Cephas, ' or

To rhri^+ divided? Let no one boast

lle v jvz whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world

or death or the present or the future, all are yours, and

are Christ's. . ." (I Cor. liix-13? 3.2.-—).

It is a Presbyterian^hAr^to^o,^ Calvin WOrked ceaselessly

to Jh.
dWlsi™, SSSS^S SS«S^ that

£ «» ten seas to hrins tW ,.P»r«ted ohurol...

(Presbyterian,' Anglican, Lutheran) more closely together.

sr^ss irsrsi^rsiis.: £-?-

together they obey Christ’s command^ to preach the gospel

creature 3.

Tinff,Tbm-i+»lv ''ecumenical" has become a very controversial

word S J&plS tov. .Ir.ody ohnn.n .id., for on WS-lnat

Some think that it is the hope of the

an angel from heaven. Others cal3 .t a

trie beast in Revelation, corrupting tha

its freedom. But the important thing to

the ecumenical movement is not to deci e

good or bad ,
but simply to find out

the eciimeni c al t»io

v

emen t •

world, all perfect, like

thing of the devil, like

church and robbing it of

begin with in discussing
in advance whether it is

exactly what it is.

Actually, there a^e three ecumenical movements in ..

Protestantism. One is represented organizationally y

Council of Churches (WCC) and the mternati oral fci

s^fsa^t^sfisM b
i 5 x

-

is oSnized at the world level as the World Sjrangel cal

fellowship (v^p) and at the national^Level as the

£SSW^SSiir2 ^‘treSaU^.1 cou^U of ,Chri.tl.»

Churches (ICCC), and at the national level j-k the JoA Cc. - .s itself

the American Council of Christian Churches (ACC.C).
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Something of the relative gize of these three movements

eat: he seen from tile following statistical chart.

ITame TTSA Membership ( 1957 ) ^orld Member§hj.£

ff.C.C.
V'.E.E. (NAE)
i.r.c.c.

36yt00, 000
1,75C,0G0

230,368

17

4

, 000, 000
?

7

The first and largest of these movements is the one to whicfl

west of the -major Protestant churches in the -world belong end is

the ore to wh i eh we usually refer when we speak of "the ecumenical

movement . ” Note that ifc3 membership is as la-ge as the entire

Christian population of the world
only 170 years ago. Leaders of t^^CTsoSii^iines steak as if

they represented all of orthodox Protestant Christianity, whereas

it ^ lion 3

3

he -noted that tlieir entire membership in America -s .-ess

than half the size of our own Korean Prasoyterian Church*

But nor e important than numbers and statistics 13 tne

att-fctude and purpose of these three groups.

The World Council of Churches is "a fellowship of churcheg

which accent Jesus Christ aa God and gayi cur iti

r

own^Xorean

an Church is a jnember, and so are all three or tae

churches which cooperate' us thi ugh their m3 •

.

United Presbyterian Church (formerly Northern Presbyterian) , the

Southern Presbyterian Church , and the ^Australian ?re sby_^gp .
:
an^<

Church ./^“Membership in the V.CC i<rop^T to any church which

acknowledges the deity of Jesus Christ. Jhko ^ om v-P ld

,

-_ j 13

concerned "wit'a the per cse and unity of the Church, *iich is the

Body of Christ. It believes that when I rctestants "/bo ha leve^in

Jesus Christ as Gcd and Saviour step tc fight about less iniporuant

things they are helping the devil store than they he. p the church,

and make it much harder for ncn-Christinr.s to believe m Christ.

The World Evangelical fellowship (locally, the h.A.E.) is

an organization concerned about the purity of the faith.
^
Whereas

the W.C.O* tries to bring whole denominations more closexy

together in Christ, the UAS stresses individual relationships

and concer t rat ?. 3 mere on bringing Christi&M AvGgetner r
? , . r lf ,,

e-loee^y in a foAlowakip. of theolo -ically c ^
Its purpose is not to split churches and fight against the \CU.

I count it a privilege to have as a good friend tne

of the American UAE. V/e tolhxhal.s are 00 tfc

pastors in the United Presbyterian Church, and he

stay in that denomination which 13 a member of the \/CC • ne
^

knows that I am orthodox and ecumenical at the s;une tiirie; c.nu 1
^

know that he is cooperative and evangelical at the same time* oo

we work happily together in the same denomination tor we serve c

same Lord* The® is no good reason for those who support the

UAK, and those who support the ecumenical movement to light etch

other*

The International Council of Christian Churches (xCCC),

*%& \J2ZJsrft



- 6 -

It claims that its purpose is to unite ail true Christians

together, hut wherever it goes it divides Christians apart.

It spreads hate instead of Christian love. As we saw above.

Dr. McIntyre first split off from the Northern ^esbyterian
,

Church to help found the Orthodox Presbyterian C^vrch;thenhe

split from the Orthodox Presbyterian Church to start the Bible

Presbyterian Church; then he split still a third time And

divided the Bible Presbyterian Church m two. Out of ail the

world’s 45,000,000 Presbyterians, he canfind not much more

than 4,000 who still follow him. The tragedy of the ICCC is

that it roses as the great champion of orthodoxy, tut

it goes it weakens the really conservative churches by splitting

them, and never has the slightest effect on churches that may

really liberal.%
Of these three ecumenical moveraontfc, the one v/bich

us*s the word "ecumenical" and which isproper^caiied^there.

fore, the ecumenical movement, is the on^oWm ed. as

It in ±T”- World Council of Churches and the Interna clonal

Missionary Council. To understand it, we must first understand

what the word "ecrxmanical" means > Then v/e must 8ee ^ t

beginnings and hir tory of the minand: movement have been. ben

we must study its prc^.Tit organization and activity. Ana

finally we rust ask what its ^saaribc goals and purpose may be.

Only then will we be in a position to decide for ourselves

whether it is good or bad.

1. The name, "ecumenical ” Koreans sometimes smile when

they hear the word "ecumenical", bee- use it is net a ^.orean

word and sound, stragge. But Americans do the same thing, for

it is not an English word, either. It is neither ^oroanuoi

English; it is a Bihlieal word, taken straight from^the^Bew

Testament, whieh was written in Greek. It appears

times in the New Testament, where it means the
fourteen

inhabited world"

lake that wonderful missionary verse in Matthew “4:14 »

for example. "And this Tospslo, of ^th,:. kingdom te-l te Phoned
in the whole world ( oikoumene, eu^i***) )

for a tastimony wato al

the nations.." In other words, what the Bible reax y sa/s is,

5tod“hi° » pr',*=d •'»* . U.M-W
unto all the nations..." The primary. Biblical meaning of «lS

eeuner ical movement is the preaching oi the gospel Ox
^
e ®^3

Cfh-ist to the Whole world. And th is remains mne oi ^

'

e
. ? I

aims of the ecumenical movement today .idrirtt it a. organized t e

churches Of the world to cooperate in a Chn tisn miss . on to reach

the whole world for Chri at through the International ..issionary

Counci l(HCC)

•

"Ecumenical" is a good word in Church history, Also.

church wh i cln drew up do c oi m- ..1

,vri« church together were

The

great. councils cf the early church whi -> ,5T> ooeiriim creeds

based or the Bible to unite the whole „

cal] ed "Ecumenical Councils". The ecumenical movement, then,

should have something to do with uniting the churches ./sound

doctrine. This, too, is one of the aims of the ecumenical movement

today through the i’aith and Order Division of the
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2* The historical roots of the eouaenioal movement* When we turn

from the meaning of the word "ecumenical" , to look at the history of the

ecumenical movement, we find three main roots in its development* These

three roots are: (l) the evangelical revivals, (2) the modern missionary

movement, and (5) the movement towards interdenominational dooreratinn

among Protestant churches*

It is important to remember that there are three main roots to the

ecumenical movement, and not just one. The most serious cloud of misunder-

standing that has fallen upon the ecumendeal movement ia the popular miscon-

ception that it is a movement oonoerned solely with church union. That is

true neither of the historical development of the movement nor of its present

aims and purposes. $ouraenioe begins rightly, and historically, with evangelism.

The first root of the ecumenical movement is the Fvangelioal Awakening

of the last two hundred years. As men and women came forward under the

powerful preaching of the revivalists to accept Jesus Christ as Lord and

Saviour, there spread in their hearts an^ inner awareness that the personal

experience of Christ cuts across all denominational and national lines.

Revival was not limited to any one country or to any one denomination.

Jonathan Edwards was an American Presbyterian but he preached not Presbyterianism

but Christ. John Lesley was an Anglican and a Methodist, hut he preaohed

not Methodism but Christ. Dwight L. M
Q
ody was a Congregationallet; Billy

movement.
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Graham is a Baptist. But in his revival preaching Dwight L. Moody did not

ask his hearers to stand up and become Congregati .nalists; iie asked then* to

stand no and accept Jesus Christ as God and Saviour. And when Billy Graham

preaches he does not plead with people to co.no forward and accept' the Baptist

Church’ he pleads with them to coTTie forward and accent Jesus Christ as I3od

and Saviour. The central message of true revival preaching is not a

denomination but Jesus Christ. It was the great revivals of tne Evangelical

Awakening that reminded Christians that salvation by faith is not limited

to "any one Church but birds together true believers of all churches in a

common unity in Jesus Christ, our God and only Saviour. Tills was the

beginning of the ecumenical movement. This is why the World Council of

Churches takes as its only statement of faith the simole, evangelistic

proclamation that Jesus Christ is God and Savi<a r. There is no other basis

for Christian unity.

The second historical root of the ecumenical i ovement is the modern

missionary .uo/ment.

As the groat nistdohary pioneers, like lolliam Carey, faced the immense

task of minting whole continents for Jesus Christ they saw a* once that they

must citb ' cooperate or fail. Competitive disunity among the Christian

cnurches ir their missionary work would mean disaster, rlieree ie v: differences

that divided then as denominations, of course, but compared w^th tne great

gulf that separates a II Christians from tne followers of tne false religions,

these differences within the Body of Christ did not seem a3 important as

before. The missisi aries and theifc converts in the early days found tnat in

Jesus Christ all believing Christians have a basis for partnership and

cooperation. I: Korea, for sxnvinle, the Northern, Southern and oistralian

Presb. once tl it they bu t^i >t tiy to form throe

different, competing r
' >rea* sojoined together

ecumenically in 7.907 to. f-rr the one, irnited Presbyterian Church ir Korea.
Ujw *C~U*e*l jr\ VVvr\i "tfau, j\fUj

The third historical root of the ecumenical movement is tie trend

toward *» l e
~
veer. Vote start c hurcoe/u

The gioat revivals taught the rrctesbant churches that Christians have

a unity in Jesus Christ as God and Saviour that transcends all the denominational

differences that divide 'meau Tlvs r-lsslo'. '"f mvo icnt taught e Mtes taut

churches that on tl 9 basis of t; Is ui.it; in Christ diffevent denominations no t only

could cooperate together in Christian love, but nu*->t sc cooperate or fail in

their missionary task. The result cf these two lessons learned *«s a growing

trend toward interdenominational cooperation that found Its clearest expression

in the ecumenical movement.

The ecumenical movement as a continuing, organised entity began at tne

World Missionary SmuzcSi Conference in Edinburgh in 1910. One of tins

country *s vloneer missi . -i-aries represented Korea there at the birth of one

ecumenical movement.

Gut of this World Missionary Conference grew the International missionary

Council, organised in 1921, which is one of the two great arms of tne

ecumenical movement. It is tne instrument through which the major Protestant
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churches cooperate in their missionary planning for the e vangelization of

the world. Eighty per cent of Korea* s Protestants are represented in the

International Missionary Council (IMC) through the National Christian Council

of Korea (NCC) which is composed of delegates from Korea* s major

denominations and mission boards.

The other great arm of the ecumenical movement is the World Council

of Churches, the WCC, as it is often called. This was formed in 19U8 by

Christians from Uh different countries. As its Constitution says, it is

»a fellowship of churches which accept Jesus Christ as God and Saviour*'

.

Its purpose is to serve as an instrument of communication and cooperation

among the world *s many different denominations, and to help them in their

efforts to find common grounds of agreement on such issues as the unity

of the Body of Christ, and the church*s mission in the world. A
+
present

WCC membership includes 171 churches from 52 different countries,

representing more than 17U,000,000 Christians.

3. Answers to some criticisms of the ecumenical movement . There has

been so much false propaganda soread against the ecumenical movement that

it is imperative to try to set the record straight, at least on some of

the major ooints at issue. The three main criticisms are: 1. It is

liberal. 2. It is pro- communist. £txix 3. It is a Super- Church. All three of tnese

tksss statements are false.

(9 The World Council of Churches is not liberal. Membership is ooen only

to Christian bodies which acknowledge the deity of Christ. It is limited

by its Constitution, as we have seen, to "churches which accept our Lord

Jesus Christ as God and Saviour". £his excludes Unitarian churches and, of

course, all non-Christian religions.' There is no real ecumenicity apart

from salvation through Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God.

When a Presbyterian church joins ^the World Council of Churches (and

most of the major Presbyterian such as the Northern Presbyterian,

the Southern Presbyterian, the Australian Presbyterian and the Kor
^
a
^ .

Presbyterian) it does not give up one iota of its Calvinistic . Presbyterian

creed or compromise on any of its fundamental confessional points of faith

and order. Rather, Presbyterian chujjhes are called upon to enter the

ecumenical movement aa* bring} t&eir* Calvinistic witness with them as a

testimony other Christians the piches of our faith.

The statement made by some groups of pastors recently that the

ecumenical movement is anti- Calvinist is ridiculous. The General Secretary

of the WCC, Dr. Wisser *t Hooft, is a Hutch Calvinist. One of tne firs

oresidents of the WCC was a French Calvinist. Anotner president of the aCC

is a Scottish Calvinist.

Some sincere Christians, nevertheless, are seriously concerned^ about

the presence of liberal theologians in the Rsjmsna^ World

Council of Churches. To understand this we must understand the basis ol

membership in the WCC. Individuals do not have membership. Only churcnes
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have membership in the WCC. The liberal theologians, thereto e, are tot

members of the WCC. But why does the WCC receive liberals as delegates to

its meetings? Because it is the servant, and not the dictator of the

churches. °The election of delegates to the WCC is the responsibility of

the the churches. I do not think the Korean church or ary other church

would like to be told whom it must send as represent stives to internati nal

meetings. The churches of Protestantism are free and must accept the

responsibilities of freedom.

HfxihKXAhurEh If there is heresy within a church, that is the responsibility

of that church, and no other church, and no fellowship of churches, like the

WCC, can solve the problem for it. To hold the WCC responsible ior heresy

in the churches would be to accept it as a SupeavChurch, and this it refuses

to be.

(2) The World Council of Churches, therefore, is not a Super-Church.

It is not a church at ail, out a fellowship and council of churches. In

19U7 wnen the WCC was being organized its Provisional Gaomittee specifically

disavowed »aiy thought of becoming a single unified church structure

dominated by a centralized administrative authority' 1
. 3

The Constitution of the WCC makes very clear that it is in no sense

a Super- Clairch. It says, 11The World Council shall not legislate for the

churches, 1* and adds in an official memorandum that the Assembly and Central

Committee "will have no constitutional authority over its constituent

churches'1 and that it exists "to serve the Churches, not to control them." U

ftexEhxKKxoa Korea 1 s Presbyterians joined with other churches all over the

world in forming the ;

T

CC as tneir servant, not their master. We have only

one master, Jesus Christ.

Leaders of the ecumenical movement have warned apain and again of the

dangers of over-all church union. The Archbishop of Canterbury, a former

president of the WCC, said in I9i57 that if every branch of the Church were

united "we could ba in terrible danger. •• oecause the freedom to differ from

the majority in power would be threatened... We are not yet fit enough in

the sight of God to be a completely united church."

Participation in the WCC, therefore, does not mean that^Prescyterians

must gi/e up their Presbyterianism in order to join a Super-Church. It

merely means a willingness to recognize that we are not the only true church

and a readiness to cooperate with other churches in witnessing to Jesus Christ.

Let us be ready to admit that Methodists, and Baptists and Lutherans, too,

can love the Lord Jesus Christ, and that there are great areas of witness

and work in which all who love the Lord Jesus Corist can cooperate.

<3> The World Council of Churches is not pro-communist. Is

President Eisenhower pro—communist? Is President §yngman Rhee pro-communist?

Was John Foster Dulles pro-comraunist? Of course not. Yet all three belongs*

to churches which are members of the WCC.

The communists thems elves know that the World Council is basically

anti-communist simply because it is Christian. One of the first acts of

the ooramunists in attacking the Church in China was to force it to oreak its

ties with the WCC. An editorial in Tien Feng , wliich is published in

communist Chira, recently warned Chinese Christian* against the :CC because.



THE CHRIST?! -.IT CHURCH TOD/ Is ITS OB°T.\CLES /F
TD OPPORTUNITIES

Christians do not reed to be reminded that when we sneak of tho. Church we

speak of it in two major .sensee, the Church Visible and the Ctorch ! n . v le.

It is always a pleasure to speak about the Church Invisible- -the pure, c roo/ccd.

undivided Body of Cnjist, the communion of the saints, the fellowship of the redeemed

the Una Sancta Eccle: ia 0

But it is also necessary to sneak clearly about the less pleasant subject,

the Church Visible, This is the only church we can see with our eyes. This is

the church we must ?.ive with, and this is the church we must live in.

Like every Christian—like you and ne—the Church Visible is a mixture of

crood and bad. It is not perfect precisely because it is made up of Christians

like you and me. I haT’e never found a perfect church because as soon as I become

a member of any church it ceases to be perfect since I am not perfect. The

Church Visible, then, is sometimes glorious, some times shameful; in part pure

and in part corrupt, but never entirely pure and never entirely corrupt.

In every age there have been those who thought they could escape from the

imperfect Church Visible into the holy ant perfect Church Invisible, and by

forming a pure church, make the invisible visible. Put they have never succeeded.

\oln<«L vviiV tfltai U
, ,

. . , - , ,

and set un what he honed would be a pure

in a few years he became dissatisfied

For example, about twenty years a^o Dr. Carl' McIntyre a minister in my own

denomination, %he Northern Presbyterian Church (USA), became very much dissatisfied

with that Church, He found out tear, the Northern Presbyterian Church was net per-

fect ana he tried to set up his own standards to make it wore perfect. He insisted

that everybody in the church must agree wi mi him. The church was finally forced to

defrock him and exi50iuni!Hiicai*e him for 3 1under ind semsm. 1 hen he .Ictu our church

(which had at that time, I believe, about 1,^00,000 members) he took with him afreet

4^ believers ( I am not sure of the ex^t^nigr^e:^ whom he considered to be

purer Presbyterians than the rest of us,

church, the Crtbodo:: Presbyterian Churchy

even with those 111
'

?
0C0 so-called ''pure 51 Christians, and split that churcn, taking

with him maybe believers to set up a pure, pure Presbyterian Church which he

called the Bible Presbyterian Church, But it is difficult to find even 10,000

perfect Christians. In the last few years Dr. McIntyre has split his church a^ain,

and I doubt if he has even li,000 irenbarc left in his own denomination which he

hoped would become the purest T rost’rte r,ian Church in '-nierica 0 that the /nestle

juhn says of Christians in his First Epostle, verse 8, chap. 1, is also true of

any church; "If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in

us/’ 'phe Church Visible is imperfect, and splitting it does not usually make it an- r

purer. It only makes it weaker.



Jesus says, in a narable about the Church (Matt. 13: 24-30).

..The kingdom of’ heaven is like a man wno sowed good seed in is f:.eld

bufwSufmen were sleeping his enemy oa» , and sowed weeds^mong the

wheat and went away. So when the

^? :

DiK s sSr'S ,Then

2st°in
W
gatherin° the^eedfyou roofro'the"wheat along with’ them!

ret both Sot together Uil the harvest and at harvest time I will

Sl jX rsf"Sher the weeds first and rind them in bundle,

to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.

Until the Lord comes again in judgment, there will grow ^th

wheat and weeds in His Church, both good and bad ^hf^7*rom the
in the parable we are sometimes °ver-eager to rortou^™e“

he v;eedS) „

wheat, but Jesus cautions us o e P _ with theme” In God ! s own good

?is,rto’hto“l?pr-fs9s
P
te soparlto the ids «***^wtaat.

-33fS-°S* - -“«— ”1U *"
find things of which we will be ashamed.

w, sen be proud, for one thing, of the site of the Churoh Visibly.

About 170 years ago

open Bible in front of a patchod-1
•

G0d ,411 have doninion
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44.000.

000 Protestaits

3

0.000.

000 Eastern Orthodox

1714,060,000 Christians

Not all the 174,000,000 were f^^Je^Christ! fflhafof the^theb

they had had their chance to know about Jesus ^is ^ ^ Wqs

Sg&SSJiSl S?13r 3W*» -— christ?

Faced with a challenge as simple Tollmnl
exploded around the worid through

a,„akening the Church grew as much

rthHfo ifbad In all of its preceding 1800 years.

Today there are more Christians f^wflfcalls itsel
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0fSKy

;ecent' statistics gathered from all over the worl ,

there ire* now 93^,000,000 Christians:-
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Letter of Paul Woolley in comment on paper of Samuel Loffett

,
errors about Kclntlre and his prominent oartin the foundation o± the Orthodox Presbyterian Church should becorrected. If what ^clntlre says is often unethical, by thes ;!me token, what uoffett says in this connection is alsou

i
e*^ cal

:
However, I think the main way to op ose this kindoi thing is to point out that regardless of theory the World

of Churches is directed and staffed by men who do notin a biblical gospel. The particular label you out on
sjuestion is, are they prooagatinr

and i£ ou^ft "'he s
^
s

.

er 1
f’

“°* That is the important point
55 /

to of. obvious to Christian churches that they shouldJW not be supporting an organization .which claims to be Christianis propagating a religion which is opposed to Christianity."

Council
believe
them is

but
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460,000,000 Roman Catholics

255 . COO . 000 Protestants

200^ COO 000 Eastern Orthodox, etc,

T35,u6j,QOO Christians ^

The Christian Church has become the largest religious body in the world. There

are only 420,000,000 Moslems, 300,000,000 Confucianists, 322,000,000 Hindus and

1^0,000,000 Buddhists.

There are as many Presbyterians in the world today (45,000,000) as there

were Protestants in the world of Ifilliam Carey. There are more Christians in

our own Presbyterian Church of Korea (500,000) than there were in the whole world

at the end of the first century of Christian expansion (300,000),

Of all this we can be proud, but there is also that in these statistics of

the Church Visible of whde h we should be ashamed P MTe know all too well that

there are not really that many true Christians in the world. If a third of the

peonle of the world were really Christian, then each Christian would need only

to win two others to Jesus Christ and the whole world would be Christian,

Too many are only nominal Christians and do not bear true witness to Jesus Christ.

We should also be ashamed that so few are Protestant Christians. We believe

we have the purest and most Biblical form of the Christian faith, but though 35/£

of the world 1 s population is Christian, Protestants number only about 9t. Abbe

Bouffard estimates that of the annual increase of 35 million to the population

of the world, 6 million will become Catholic and only 3 million will become

Protestant, while 2 million will become Orthodox. And most shameful of all, this

means that the Christian population is growing only one-third as rapidly as the

whole world* s population.

Let us also consider with shame how grievously divided the Church Visible

has become. The sin of division of the Body of Christ is the sin of which we

Protestants are most guilty and of which we should be most willing to repent.

John Calvin called the sin of church division and schism, "the frightful mutili&tion

of Christ* s body, " and pleaded with Christians to "maintain the church universal

in its unity, which malignant minds have always been eager to dissever."— 2

It is the duty of Christinas, therefore, to support wholeheartedly all true

a.'farts t* hoal iu th* of uhrjjsl*

To Tj Biblical thing to do. The Bible urges it. The Apostle Paul, writing

to Corinth in an attempt to hea* <fche W*asb&**
that city, said, "It has been reported to me... that there is quarreling among

you, my brethren... Each one of you says, *1 belong to Paul', or *1 belong to

Cephas,* or * I belong to Christ.* Is Christ divided?.... Let no one boast of

men. For all things are yours, whether Paul or ApoIIos or Cephas or the world

or life or death or the present or the future, all are yoursj and you are Christ *s...

(I Cor. 1:11-135 3*21-23).
. , J , ,

It is a Presbyterian thing to do, also. John Calvin worked ceaselessly to

heal the divisions that tore apart Protestantism after the Reformation. In 1552

he wrote to the Archbishop of Canterbury that he would gladly cross the ten seas

to bring the separated churches (Presbyterian, Anglican, Lutheran) more closely

together.

1. Abbe Adrich Bouffard, Perspectives sur le monde, 'hiebee, 1957

2. The Geneva Catechism
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It is an ecumenical thing to also r The ecumenical movement in the church

of today is an attemnt to call Christians back from their human factions and divisi-
ons to a recognition of the fact that Christ is not divided. It reminds us that
all Christians are, as Paul says, "Christ • s", aid therefore should not be quarreling

with each other but should rather be cooperating as together they obey Christ *s

comma-fid to preach the gospel to all creatures.

Unfortunately, "ecumenical" has become a very controversial word in Korea.

People have already chosen sides for or against the ecumenical movement. Some

think that it is the hope of the world, all perfect, like an angel from heaven.

- dthers call it a thing of the devil, like the beast in Revelation, corrupting the

church and robbing it of its freedom. But the Important thing to begin mth
in discussing the ecumenical movement is not to decide in advance whether it is

good or bad, but simply to find out exactly what it is.

Actually, there are three ecumenical movements in Protestantism. One is

represented organizationally by the World Council of Churches (WCC) and the Intern*-

ational Missionary Council (BIC) at the world level, and by National Christian

Councils (NCC) at the national level, A second, smaller movement is organized at

the world level as the World Evangelical Fellowship (WEF) ai d at the national level

as the National Association of Evangelicals (NAE)» The third aid smallest

operates internationally as the International Council of Christians Churches

(ICCC), aid at the national level in the USA calls itself the American Council of

Christian Churches (ACCC).

Something of the relative size of these three movements can be seen from the

following statistical chart:

; f

Name USA Membership (19?7) World Membership

w.c.c. 36,700,000 1711,000,000

W.E, F. (NAE) 1,750,000 ?

I..C.C.C. 230,368 ?

The first and largest of these movements is the one to which most of the major

Prote stent churches in the world belong and is the one to which we usually refer

when we speak of "the ecumenical movement-" Note that its membership is as large

as the entire Christian population of the world in the time of William Carey, only

170 years ago. Leaders of the third aid smallest of those movements, the ICCC

sometime s soeak as if they represented all of orthodox Protestant Christianity,

whereas it should be noted that their entire membership in America is less than

half the size of our own Korean Presbyterian Church.

But more important than numbers and statistics is the attitude and purpose of

these three groups*

The World Council of Churches is "a fellowship of churches which accept Jesus

Christ as God and Saviour", Membership in the WCC is open to any church which

acknowledges the deity of Jesus Christ,. Like John Calvin, it is concerned with

the peace and unity of the Church, which is the Eody of Christ. It believes thdt

when' Protestants who believe in Jesus Christ as God and Saviour stop to fight about

less important things they are helping the devil more than they help the church,

and make it much harder for non-Christians to believe in Christ.
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Oat* 'cnm Kor&eTi Proobyterinn Church is a member, and so are all three of the churchc.-.

which cooperate with us i ro-.^h their missionaries: the United Presbyterian Church

(formerly Northern Presbyterian), the Southern Presbyterian Church, and the Austral-

ian Church.

The World Evangelical Fellowship (locally, the N.A.E.) is an organization conc-

erned about the purity of the faith. Whereas the W.C.C. tries to bring whole deno

minations more closely together in Christ, the NAE stresses individual re la tionshin a

and concentrates more on bringing Christians closer together in a theologically

conservative fellowship. Its purpose is not to split churches aa d fight against

the TOC. I count it a privilege to have as a good friend the President of the

American NAE. We are both pastors in the United Presbyterian Church, and he is

happy to stay in that denomination which is a member of the WCC, He knows that

I am orthodox and ecumenical at the same time; and I know that he is cooperative

and evangelical at the same time. So we work happily together in the same

denomination for we serve the same Lord. There is no good reason for those who

support the NAE, and those who support the ecumenical movement to fight each other.

The International Council of Christian Churches (ICCC), however, is very

different. The difference can be seen in the fact that the leader of the ICCC

was excommunicated by the Northern Presbyterian Church, whereas the NAE ore sident

is a minister in good standing in that church. It is a false ecumenical movement.

It claims that its purpose is to unite all true Christians together, but vherever

it goes it divides Christians apart. It spreads hate instead of Christian love.

As we saw above, Dr. McIntyre first split off from the Northern Presbyterian

Church to help found the Orthodox Presbyterian Church; then he split from the Ortho-

dox Presbyterian Church to start the Bible Presbyterian Church; then he split still

a third time and divided the Bible Presbyterian Church in two. Out of all the

world* s 000, 000 Presbyterians, he can find not much more than U,000 who still

follow him. The tragedy of the ICCC is that it poses as the great champion of

orthodoxy, but wherever it goes it weakens the really conservative churches by

splitting them, and never has the slightest effect on churches that may be really

liberal.

Of these three ecumenical movements, the one which uses the word "ecumenical”

and which is properly called, therefore, the ecumenical movement, is the one which

is organized as the World Council of Churches and the International Missionary

Council. To understand it, we must first understand what the word "ecumenical

means. Then we must see what the beginnings and history of the movement have

bed'll. Then we must study its present organization and activity. And finally we

must a si: what its goals and purpose may be. Only then will we be in a position

to decide for ourselves whether it is good or bad.

1 The name, "ecumenical ”. Koreans sometimes smile when they hear the word

”eo-amem’ccJ.”^T because it is not a Korean word and sounds strange. But Americans

do the same thing, for ib is not an English word, either. It is neither Korean

nor English; it is a Biblical word, taken straight from the New Testament, which

was written in Greek. It appears fourteen times in the New Testament, where it

means "the inhabited world".

Take that wonderful missionary verse in Matthew 2^:1^* for example. "And
^

this gospel, cf the kingdom shall be preached in the whole world (oikoumene^fKo^iy)

for a ‘OGSoimony unto all the nations. In other words, what the Bible really

says is, "And this gospel. .. shill be preached ecumenically for a testimony unto,

nil the/nations. .
. " The primary, Biblical meaning of the ecumenical movement is

the preaching of the gospel of Jesus Christ to the whole world. And this remains



one of the central aims of the ecumenical movement today. It organizes the churches
of the world to cooperate in a Christian mission to reach the whole world for Christ
through the International Missionary Council(lMC).

"Ecumenical" is a good word in Church history, also. The great councils of
the early church which drew up doctrinal creeds based on the Bible to unite the
whole church together were called "Ecumenical Councils", The ecumenical movement,
then, should have something to do with uniting the churches by sound doctrine.
This, too, is one of the aims of the ecumenical movement today through the Faith
and Order Division of the ViiOC,

2. The historical £oots of the ecumenical movement . When we turn from the
meaning of the word "ecumenical", to look at the history of the ecumenical movement,
we find three main roots in its development. These three roots are: (1) the evan-
gelical revivals, (2) the modern missionary movement, and (3) the movement towards
interdenominational cooperation among Protestant churches.

It is important to remember that there are three main roots to the ecumenical
movement, and not just one. The most serious cloud of misunderstanding that has

fallen upon the ecumenical movement is the popular misconception that it is a

movement concerned solely with church union. That is true neither of the historical
development of the movement nor of its present aims and purposes. Ecumenic s begins

rightly, and historically, with evangelism.

The first root of the ecumenical movement is the Evangelical Awakening of the

last two hundred years. As men and women came forward under the powerful preaching

of the revivalists to accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour, there spread in their
hearts an inner awareness that the personal experience of Christ cuts across all

denominational and national lines. Revival was not limited to any one country or

to any one denomination. Jonathan Edwards was an American Presbyterian but he

preached not Presbyterianism but Christ. John Wesley was an Anglican and a Methodist

biit he preached not Methodism but Christ. Dwight L. Moody was a Congregationalism
Billy Graham is a Baptist. Eut in his revival preaching Dwight L, Moody did not ask

his hearers to stand up and become Congregationalists; he asked them to stand up

and accept Jesus Christ as God and Saviour, And when Billy Graham preaches he does

not plead with people to come forward and accept the Baptist Church; he pleads with
them to come forward and accept Jesus Christ as God and Saviour, The central message

of true revival preaching is not a denomination but Jesus Christ. It was the great

revivals of the Evangelical Awakening that reminded Christians that salvation by faith

is not limited to any one Church but binds together true believers of all churches in

a common unity in Jesus Christ, our God and only Saviour. This was the beginning

of phe ecumenical movement. This is why the World Council of Churches takes as its

only statement of faith the simple, evangelistic proclamation that Jesus Christ is

God and Saviour. There is no other basis for Christian unity.

The second historical root of the ecumenical movement is the modern missionary

movement.

As the great missinary pioneers, like William Carey, faced the Immense task of

winning whole continents for Jesus Christ they saw at once that they must either

cooperate or fail. Competitive disunity among the Christian churches. in their

Missionary work would mean disaster. There were differences that divided them as

denominations, of course, but compared with the great gulf that separates all Christ-

ians from the followers of the false religions, these differences within the Body of

Christ did not seem as important as before.



The Missionaries and their converts in the early days found that in Jesus Christ

all believing Christian:* have a basis for partnership and cooperation. In Korea,

for example/the Northern, Swjthem ana Australian Presbyterian missions recognized

at once that they must not try to fern three different, competing Presbyterian

Churches in Korea, so they joined together ecumenically in 1907 to form the one,

united Presbyterians Church in Korea, Korean Presbyterian have been ecumenical for

more than fifty years.

The third historical root of the ecumenical movement is the trend toward

interdenominational cooperation between Proto stant churches .

The great revivals taught the Protestant churches that Christians have a unity

in Jesus Christ as God and Saviour that transcends all the denominational difference?

that divide them. The missionary movement taught the Protestant churches that on

the basis of this unity in Christ different denominations not only could cooperate

together in Christian love, but must so cooperate or fail in their missionary . task.

The result of these two lessons learned was a growing trend toward interdenomination-

al cooperation that found its clearest expression in the ecumenical movement.

The ecumenical movement as a continuing, organized entity began at the World

Missionary Conference in Edinburgh in 1910. One of this. country* s pioneer mission-

aries represented Korea there at the birth of the ecumenical movement.

Out of this World Missionary Conference grew the International Missionary

Council, organized in 1921, which is one of the two great arms of the ecumenical

movement. It is the instrument through which the major Protestant churches

cooperate in their missionary planning for the evangelization of the world, Eigh y

per cent of Korea’s Protestants are represented in the International Missionary

Council (IMG) through the National Christian Council of Korea (NCC) which is composer

of delegates from Korea’s major denominations and mission boards.

The other great arm of the ecumenical movement is the World Council of Churches,

the ™CC as it is often called. This was formed in 19U8 by Christians from UU

different countries. As its Constitution says, it is "a fellowship of churches

which accept Jesus Christ as God and Saviour”. Its purpose is to serve as an inst-

rument of communication and cooperation among the world’s many different denomina-

tions, and to help them in their efforts to find common grounds of agreement on

such issues as the unity of the Body of Christ, and the church’ s mission m the.

world* At present WCC membership includes 173 churches from 52 diiferent countries,

representing more than 17^,000,000 Christians.

3. Answers to some criticises of the ecumenical movement . There has. been so

much false propaganda spread against the ecumenical movement that it is imperative

to try to set the record straight, at least on some of the.major points. at issue.

The three main criticisms are: 1. It is liberal. 2. It is pro-communist, 3. -

is a Super-Church. All three of these statements are false.

(1) The World Council of Churches is not liberal. Membership is open only to

Christian bodied which acknowledge the deity of Christ. It is limited by its Con-

stitution, as we have seen, to "churches which accept our Lord Jesus Aristas God

and Saviour”. This excludes Unitarian churches and, of course, all non-Christian

religions. There is no real ecumenicity apart from salvation through Jesus -hns

the only-begotten Son of God,
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%hen a Presbyterian church '•ins Dhe World Council or Churches (and most* of the

urches are called upon t-c enter the ecumenical movement bringing their whole Calvin-

istic witness with them as a testimony before other Christians to the riches of our

faith.

The statement made by some groups of pastors recently that the ecumenical move-

ment is anti-C alvini st is ridiculous* The General Secretary of the WCC, Dr, Visser't

Hooft, is a Dutch Calvinist. One of the first presidents of the WCC was a French Cal

vinist. Another president of the ITOC is a Scottish Calvinist.

Some sincere Christians, nevertheless, are seriously concerned about the pre-

sence of liberal theologians in the World Council of Churches. To understand this we

must understand the basi s of membership in the WCC . Individuals do not have member-

ship. Only churches have membership in the WCC. The liberal theologians, therefore,

are not members of the .TOC. But why does the TOC receive liberals as delegates to

its meetings? Because it is the servant, and not the dictator of the churches.

The election of delegates to the WCC is the responsibility of the churches. I do not

think the Korean church or any other church would like to be told whom it must send

as representatives to international meetings. The churches of Protestantism are

free and must accept the responsibilities of freedom. Tf there is heresy within a

church, that is the responsibility of that church, and no other church, and no fell-

owship of churches, like the TOC, can solve the problem for it. To hold the WCC

responsible for heresy in the churches would be to accept it as a Super-Church, and

this it refuses to be.

(2) The World Council of Churches, therefore, is not a Super-Church. It is not

a church at all, but a fellowship and council of churches. In 19h7 when the WCC was

being organized its Provisional Committee specifically disavowed Many thought of

becoming a single unified church structure dominated by a centralized administrative

authority 11
. 3

The Constitution of the WCC makes very clear that it is in no sense a Super-

Church. It says, "The World Council shall not legislate for the churches," and adds

in an official memorandum that the Assembly and Central Committee "will have no con-

stitutional authority over its constituent churches" and that it exists "to serve the

Churches, not to control them." h Korea's Presbyterians joined with other churches

all over the world in forming the TOC as their servant, not their master. We have

only one master, Jesus Christ.

Leaders of the ecumenical movement have warned again and again of the dangers of

over-all church union. The Archbishop of Canterbury, a former president of the TOC,

said in 1957 that if every branch of the Church were united "we could be in terrible

danger. . . because the freedom to differ from the majority in power would be threaten-

ed,.. We are not yet fit enough in the sight of God to be a completely united

major Presbyterian Chur*-*he : a Aetn.x r

Southern Presbyterian the ar- iviv. Fresh?

does not give up one icn r ;f its Calvin! sale

of its fundamental concessional p^ii:~s <~f f=

?s the Northern Presbyterian, the

vsh? terian and the Korean Presbyterian) it

.•ic Presbyterian creed or compromise on any

faith and order r Rather, Presbyterian ch-

churcho

"

Methodists, an
there are grea
can cooperate.
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'(3)Jhe World Council of* Churches is not pro-communist, Is President Eisenhower

pro-Sjnmuni st? Is President Syngman Rfcse pro—communist? as 3 oiin oster Dulles

pro-comuni st? Of course not. let all three belong- to churches which are members

of the WCC •

The communists themselves know that the World Council is basically anti-

communist simply because it is Christian.- One of the f^rst acts of tne communists

in attac king the Church in China was to force it to break its ties with the T
'-G.

An editorial in Tien Feng, which is published in communist China, recently warned

Chinese Christians agajnst the WCC because, it said, the WCC has proved that it is

actually a tool of the free world, or as the communists call it, the capitalist

world, by supporting America *s entrance into the Korean War on the side of South

Korea, The Hungarian rebellion, this communist editorial further claimed, was "a

counter-revolutionary plot engineered by outsiders with the help of the rorld Council

of Churches, " ° In the light of such bitter attactfs against the WCC by the commun-

ist’s, it ii a little strange to hear it criticized in Korea as being pro-communist.

The reason for such criticism, perhaps, is that the World Council has refused to

break its ties of fellowship with Christians behind the iron curtain. A Czechoslovak

theologian, for example, is still a member of the Council 1 s 90-man Central Committ-

ee. But here again, it must be remembered that there is no individual membership in

the WCC. To rule out such membership on its committees, the WCC would have to break

its tics with the whole church behind the curtain and this it is unwilling ter do,.

Everyone knows that there are thousands of true Christians still forced to live in

communist lands, suffering untold pressures and persecutions for their faith. If

Christian fellowship with these brothers in Christ is broken, it will be the comm-

unists who force that break, for Christians must seek to preserve all the ties that

bind us together in Christ however savagely the forces of atheistic governments may

seek to break those ties.

Let us as Presbyterians ignore such false criticisms of the ecumenical movement

and brin^ with us into that movement all the riches of the heritage of our ,r seventy-

five golden years", thus contributing our witness to the enriching of the whole

wcmld-wide church. There are certain great doctrines which we hold to be essential,

such as"the inspiration and authority of the Bible, and the sovereignty of God both

in ~rovidonce and redemption,. There are certain fundamentals of cnurch polity in

which we Presbyterians firmly believe, such as the principle that the people should

have a voice in the government of the church. It is our privilege as Presbyterians

to stand for these truths in love and charity as we join with other Christians in

ecumenicAl relationships whichwe pray may lead us all to a clearer understanding o

Clod's will for his church.

3 . Vi, /\, Tisser't 1-tyoft, "The Significance of the World Council of

Churches", in They Univer sal. Church in God * 5 Design (N.Y. 19W), P * 1 -'1

Ii. We A Wisser ! t .Hooft, or>* cit. , p. 191 f

•

d „ Ecumenical Press Service, No® Ulj Nov, 195>7

o China Bulletin, Vol, VIII, No. lU (Aug. 1958)6



Excerpts from a letter from Prof. Paul Woolley,
Westminster Seminary, Philadelphia, in comment on a circulated
mimeographed statement by Samuel Moffett entitled The Christian
Church Today : Its Obstacles and C rportunitjes

(The statement is dated ^but was received autumn 1950
Woolley's letter is dated Oct 18, i960 )

" I return herewith Samuel Moffett's $eper. The thoroughly
uhfortunate part of it is the reference to the origin of the

Orthodox Presbyterian Church. I do not find any large scale

fault with his study of the historical roots of the ecumenical
movement. The trouble with the ecumenical movement is not with

where it started but with the people who are running it no*.

Let me comment in a little more detail.

"page 1, last paragraph. The paragraph about the

origin of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church is, of course,

dishonest nonsense. However, he probably believes it himself since

he credits what he calls the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, but

what w$s really the Presbyterian Church of America, with about

five times as many members as it had.

"page 2, first paragraph, Moffett neglects to ^ notice

that in Jesus' own interpretation of the parable to which he

refers he says, not that the field is the church, but that it

is the world (Matthew 13538);.

"page 3, last paragraph. Calvin 'worked ceaselessly* on

a great many things simultaneously but the impression given by
^

the sentence from which I quoted those two words is a false one.

"Page 4, last paragraph. The statement quoted that mem-

bership in the World Council of Churches is open to any church

which acknowledges the deity of Jesus Christ is not true.

"page 7, last paragraph. The statement 'The './orId

Council of Churches is not liberal' can only be made
,

of . course

,

if you define 'liberal' in some peculiar fashion. This is the

same technique that Robert E. Speer used to stte when he used^to

say that there. were no modernist mis ionaries under the Board of

Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.a.

"The World Council of Churches does not exclude Unitarian

churches. It excludes some and admits others.

"Page 8, third paragraph. It is. technically true that

liberal theologians are not members of the World Council. They

are, however, in large nu. bers, officers of the florid Council

elected by the members as officers. $ They are much more dangerous

than they would be- if they were some sort of individual members.




